CYO Emerald Knights Summer Marching Band and Guard

2011 Season Information
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Dear Students (and Parents),

It’s time to prepare for another summer of marching and fun with the Emerald Knights!

Overview
The Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) Emerald Knights Band and Guard is a non-profit organization that provides a summer marching band opportunity for students in the Kenosha, Racine and Northern Illinois communities.  The band performs at parades and special events throughout Wisconsin and Illinois between mid June and early August.  Membership is open to all students entering 6th grade through age 21, regardless of school, religion or previous marching experience.  Color guard members may be younger with director approval.

Membership

If 20 or more students sign up for the season, there will be a three-day overnight marching camp in June.  If 30 or more students join the Emerald Knights, an additional trip (performance tour) will be added to the season at an additional cost.
Rehearsals

Rehearsals will consist of one weekend each in May and June, a three-day marching camp (depending on membership), and twice weekly rehearsals on Mondays and Thursdays from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM, starting on June 20th and concluding after the last parade on August 3rd.  All rehearsals will begin and end at the CYO Band room in the basement of St. Joseph Catholic Academy Upper Campus (St. Joe’s High School).

Performances
Performances will primarily be parades during weekends in June and July.  Additional performances will consist of our 4th of July parade tour, Ice Cream Social in July and other events throughout the summer. EVERY student is expected to participate in EVERY MOMENT of all rehearsals, travel, and shows. Acceptable reasons for absence in the summer are very few and must be verified and accepted by Mr. Poole well in advance.  See attached for current schedule.
Fees

We understand that budgets are tight and we are trying to keep fees as low as possible during this time of very high costs. Standard membership fee for all members is $125.00, which covers staff, travel, uniform, activities, and a host of other needs.  We also have an equipment fee that helps to maintain and replace instruments and equipment. This is a $25.00 fee for all drum line, color guard, and wind players that use our marching instruments.  Deposit (Commitment Fee) - The deposit is $50.00, which does act against your total fees.  This deposit is non-refundable – so in the unfortunate event that your child does not march with us this summer, the $50.00 is kept for the band.  Any additional payments past the $50.00 will be returned to you in most cases. (Each situation will be handled case by case.)  The deposit and registration form are due at or before the first rehearsal on Sunday, May 22nd.  All fees must be paid in full before the first performance on June 26th.  Any outstanding balances from the 2010-11 school year or previous summers must be paid before the first performance.  To pay your fees through your CYO Band student account, please contact Sally Gierl, CYO Band Treasurer, at sallygierl@att.net.  NOTE: Any member who chooses to discontinue membership on or after June 26th or who is dismissed from the ensemble for any reason at any time will forfeit 100% of all money paid to the band on their behalf.  Exceptions to this policy will only be granted in extenuating circumstances.

Shoes

All members will need to purchase their black uniform shoes at a cost of about $30. This is a one-time purchase, as we use the same shoes every year.   If your student purchased shoes in the past and you still have them (and they still fit), they will NOT need to buy them again.   Shoe orders will be taken at the first rehearsal.  Some “used” marching shoes can be offered at a reduced price.  Sizes are limited.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT

CYO Band “Security Team”

We need your talents, too – not just your student’s! The CYO Band Security Team is a great group of people to work with and we can always use new people and ideas. We have many committees to serve on and the workload is pretty light for all of them.  Some choices include Sewing, Transportation,

Fundraising, Food, and Chaperone Committees.  We will be scheduling a meeting in the beginning of summer, so stay tuned for details on this meeting.  Your student needs you!
Chaperoning

Unlike other summer ensembles of our type, we maintain a lot of adult supervision over our members. In fact, we prefer to travel with one (1) chaperone for every five (5) students. Please consider assisting us. The more of you that come along, the more successful we will be.
We are looking forward to another fantastic summer and we hope you can be a part of it!  To officially sign up, please fill out the Emerald Knights Summer Contract that is included.  If you have any questions, please speak with Mr. Poole as soon as possible.

Musically,

Mr. Geoff Poole

Director, CYO Emerald Knights Band and Guard

(262) 656-1610

cyomusic@gmail.com

Emerald Knights 2011 Summer Schedule (tentative)

Sunday, May 22nd
Full-Group Marching Band rehearsal (4:00 to 6:00 PM)

Saturday, June 11th
Full-Group Marching Band rehearsal (4:00 to 6:00 PM)

Thursday-Saturday, June 16th - 18th
Marching Band Camp (Time and Location TBA) TENTATIVE
Monday, June 20th
Regular rehearsals begin (Mon and Thurs from 6:00 to 8:00 PM)

Sunday, June 26th
Parade – Eagle, WI

Saturday, July 2nd
Parade – Manawa, WI

Sunday, July 3rd
Performance and Parade – Kenosha, WI

Monday, July 4th
4th of July Tour – Kenosha and Milwaukee Area
Sunday, July 10th
Parade – Bristol, WI

Saturday or Sunday, July 23rd or 24th
Parade and Performance – Pleasant Prairie, WI

Late July
Performance – Ice Cream Social (Date, time and location TBA)

Sunday, July 31st
Parade – Random Lake, WI

Wednesday, August 3rd
Parade – Lake Forest, IL

Thursday, August 4th
Last Rehearsal (6:00 to 8:00 PM)

Any changes to the above schedule will be announced at rehearsals and via email.

EMERALD KNIGHTS SUMMER CONTRACT 2011


*Required Information

*Student Name: ________________________________________________

*I’m interested in joining the CYO Marching Band: Check all that apply.
· Color Guard (Previous color guard experience: _______________________________________________)

· Brass/Woodwind Section (Specify marching instrument(s): _____________________________________)

· Drum Line (Percussion)

*Grade (Fall 2011): ________________  *Age (as of June 20th, 2011): _________
*School Attending (Fall 2011): ___________________________________________________________________

*Parent Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________

*Home Address: _____________________________________________ *Home Phone: _____________________
*City: ______________________ State: _____ Zip: ___________ Student Cell Phone: ______________________

*Email Address: ________________________________________ Parent Cell Phone: _______________________

Previous years marching with CYO: _______ Which section(s)?: ________________________________________

*T-shirt Size (adult sizes only): __________  Shoe Size: _______________________
Student:

By signing below, I understand the commitment I am making to the CYO Emerald Knights Marching Band Program, its members and directors.  I will do everything in my power to attend all rehearsals, to be on time and to memorize my music in a timely manner. In the chance that I am unable to attend a required rehearsal I will make every effort to contact my section leader, one of my drum majors or staff members/directors.  I will schedule work and social activities around the summer band schedule, so they will not conflict. I realize that I am fully committed to participate for the entire season and I will be fitted for a uniform.     

Student Signature _________________________________________ Date____________ 

Parent/Guardian: 

By signing below, I understand the commitment that my student is making to the CYO Emerald Knights Marching Band Program.   I will do everything that I can to ensure that my student attends and is on time to all rehearsals. I understand the time commitment involved for my student to participate. I will make sure that my student practices at home and memorizes their music in a timely manner. If I have time, I will volunteer to assist other band parents in helping our students at rehearsals and performances. I realize that my student will be fitted for a uniform and is fully committed to participate for this season. I also agree to pay a $50.00 commitment fee that will go toward my student’s summer fees. If after I turn this signed contract in with the $50.00 fee, my student decides not to participate, the fee will not be refunded.

Parent/Guardian Signature___________________________________ Date___________ 


Emerald Knights 2011 
Activity and Travel Waiver
Please fill out and return with permission slip
As the parent / legal guardian of __________________________________(print student name), I authorize the

Catholic Youth Organization Emerald Knights Summer Marching Band, the CYO Band Board of Directors, and any official agent thereof to transport the above-named student for any and all program-related functions throughout the 2011 Emerald Knights season (January 1, 2011 – December 31, 2011). I understand that color guard and marching band are physical activities and that the rehearsals will be of a physical nature. In addition, I understand that from time to time, the students will be taking on various recreational and team-building activities.  I understand that the above student will be appropriately chaperoned for all activities. I hereby release the Catholic Youth Organization Emerald Knights Summer Marching Band, the CYO Band Board of Directors, and any official agent thereof from liability in the event that the above student sustains injury during the normal course of rehearsal and recreation with the program, provided the student has consented to such activity.
____________________________________________ ______________, 20____

Parent/Guardian signature 




Date
___________________________________________________

Print Parent/Guardian name
For Office Use Only
Fees:

· Deposit ($50) – Due June 1st
· Full Fee ($125 total - $50 deposit = $75 remaining) – Due June 26th
· Equipment Fee ($25) – Due June 26th OR

· Not Applicable (Using personal instrument)

Forms:

· Contract Filled Out

· Contract Signed by Student

· Contract Signed by Parent

· Travel Waiver Signed



Please sign and return immediately with $50.00 commitment fee














